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TOR for Short Term Consultant (Annex 1 to contract)



	Programme:
	Integrated Biodiversity Management, South Caucasus (IBiS) 

	PN:
	15.2101.2-003.00

	
Assignment:
	Improvement of Legislation on Wild Animals

	Period:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]01 October – 30 November, 2017 




Brief programme information
The biodiversity of the South Caucasus is of global importance, but the huge variety of species and the proper functioning of the ecosystems are under threat. There is considerable pressure from the exploitation of natural resources by the local population, private industry and governments.
In each of the three countries of the South Caucasus there are National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans (NBSAP) and initial sectoral strategies for managing biodiversity and ecosystem services. As yet, however, these are unable to withstand the challenges posed by the conflicting interests of different sectors (forestry, pasture farming, agriculture, nature conservation and tourism). There is a lack of coordination between the various state and non-state actors and population groups (e.g. shepherds and farmers). In addition, there is not enough reliable data available on the different sectors to support planning and decision-making processes. 
Within the framework of the Caucasus Initiative of the German government, the programme cooperates primarily with the environment ministries of the three different countries of the South Caucasus. The programme follows a multi-level approach. At national level, it promotes the development or revision of biodiversity strategies and regulations, particularly in forest and pasture management, and in erosion control. The experience gained from the pilot measures at district, municipal and local levels are incorporated into this process. As part of these pilot measures, relevant actors are provided with the skills needed to implement integrated approaches for sustainable management of biodiversity and ecosystem services.
The module objective of the programme is to promote better coordination of biodiversity and ecosystem services management across sectors on the basis of solid data. The programme comprises four areas of intervention with the following objectives:
1. Instruments and coordination processes for the sustainable management of biodiversity and ecosystem services at local level are tested.
1. The implementation capacity of line ministries, their subordinate bodies and of training institutions regarding the management of biodiversity and ecosystem services is improved.
1. The perception of the general public towards the importance of biodiversity and ecosystem services is more positive.
1. The regional exchange on sustainable management of biodiversity and ecosystem services is improved.
IBiS follows up on the achievements of the programmes “Sustainable Management of Biodiversity, South Caucasus” and “Integrated Erosion Control in Mountainous Regions”, and is due to last four years (from December 2015 to November 2019). The programme is implemented by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH on behalf of the German Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) with co-funding in Armenia and Georgia from the Austrian Development Cooperation (ADC).
Context
The IBiS Programme in Azerbaijan supports the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of the Republic of Azerbaijan (MENR) to improve the national policy framework - policies, legislation and governance in the field of biodiversity management.
In addition, IBiS is supporting the development of policy recommendations based on robust data, the elaboration of sectorial provisions or bylaws for sustainable management of biodiversity and ecosystem services, and the establishment of trainings for technical and executive staff on inter-sectorial sustainable management of biodiversity and ecosystem services in relevant training institutions.
In 1999 the Law on Wild animals was adopted after a process of revision by the government of Azerbaijan. In the following years, MENR developed subordinated regulations for this law to ensure its effective implementation. 
The following normative legal acts related to the Law on Wild Animals have been approved by the Cabinet of Ministers: 
· Rules on control over use and conservation of wild animals
· Instruction on penalizing illegal hunting
· Rules for general and special use of wild animals 
· Statutes of the Red Book of Azerbaijan 
· Rules for the establishment, enrichment, storage, use, registration, and trade, of zoological collections
· Rules for bringing to and taking out of the country of the objects of wild animals
· Rules for state registration of the objects of wild animals and the volume of their acquisition 
· Rules for state cadastre of the objects of wild animals.
· Rules for the state monitoring of the objects of wild animals.
Yet, some regulations are still under development and need to be prepared in order to pass the approval procedure of the Cabinet of Ministers. To this end, MENR requested IBiS to support the development of a set of four rules which serve the implementation of the Law on Wild Animals. In addition, special provisions for the use of wild animals inhabiting municipal and private lands and for balancing relations with nature users shall be elaborated.
The set of regulations which have to be developed in order to fulfil the formal demands to pass the approval of the Cabinet of Ministers, are the following:
a) Rules of application, payment types, and rates for the use of wild animals and fines for illegal hunting (to be revised)
b) Rules for using wild animals for obtaining the products of their vital functions (to be revised)
c) Rules for keeping and breeding of the objects of wild animals in semi-free and non-free conditions, as well as catching/obtaining them for commercial and other purposes
d) Rules for using beneficial functions (pollination, natural orderly of the environment, etc.) of the objects of wild animals, and
e) Providing special provisions for the use of the objects of wild animals inhabiting municipal and private lands, as well as provisions for balancing relations with nature users in the above four rules


Objectives and tasks
The objective of the assignment is to analyse the “Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Wild Animals” and its subordinated regulations. The analysis has to result in a proposal how to adjust the content of the regulations in-line with the superordinate law and the formal adjustment to ensure that the Cabinet of Ministers can approve them. 
In particular, the consultant shall fulfil the following tasks:
a. Meet officials of MENR for a detailed clarification of the requested task 
b. Revision and analysis of the Law on Wild Animals of the Republic of Azerbaijan and its subordinated regulations  
c. Develop and adjust contents of the below mentioned subordinated regulations in-line with the Law on Wild Animals and the requirements of MENR:
· Rules of application, payment types, and rates for the use of wild animals and fines for illegal hunting
· Rules for using wild animals for obtaining the products of their vital functions
· Rules for keeping and breeding of wild animals in semi-free and non-free conditions, and catching them for commercial and other purposes 
· Rules for using beneficial functions wild of animals
d. Elaborate special provisions for the use of wild animals inhabiting municipal and private lands and for balancing relations with nature users 
e. Ensure that the developed regulations fulfil the requirements of the Cabinet of Ministers
f. Consult with MENR on the developed proposals
g. Support MENR during the approval procedure of the Cabinet of Ministers

Expected outputs 
Expected outputs are:
· Analysis of the national Law on Wild Animals and its subordinated regulations
· 5 adjusted regulations in-line with the requirements of the Law on Wild Animals and MENR
· Overview of the formal requirements of the Cabinet of Ministers for the approval of regulations
· The above mentioned 5 regulations prepared according to the formal requirements of the Cabinet of Ministers
· Support to MENR during the approval procedure
Reports are to be prepared according to the official IBiS report format (attached).
All documents shall be delivered electronically (text files) in English (or in Azerbaijani) language to GIZ-IBiS.
The consultant is expected to coordinate closely with Aydin Inchiyev (programme advisor) as well as with Dr Patric Schlager (team leader) of GIZ-IBiS. 
The consultant shall report to Dr Patric Schlager (team leader). 
Time frame and work schedule
The assignment covers up to 45 working days (all days in home country), within the contract period.
The consultant shall keep a time sheet (8 hours = 1 working day).
Deadlines for tasks and outputs are as follows:
	Meet officials of MENR to clarify in detail the requested task 
	02-03/10/2017

	Revision and analysis of the Law on Wild Animals and its subordinate regulations
	until 19/10/2017

	Adjust the content of the specified regulations according to the requirements of the Law on Wild Animals and MENR
	until 23/10/2017

	Prepare overview of the formal requirements of the Cabinet of Ministers for the approval of regulations
	until 28/10/2017

	Prepare the five above mentioned regulations according to the formal requirements of the Cabinet of Ministers
	until 17/11/2017

	Present the developed regulations to MENR
	20/11/2017

	Adjust the regulations according to the comments of MENR
	28/11/2017
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