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AHAP Highlights 2002  
 

 he year 2002 marked a significant milestone for the 
international relief and development community in 
Azerbaijan. During this year, the community has continued 

its efforts to reduce suffering and alleviate poverty among 
vulnerable populations, to develop a foundation for democracy 
and governance at the grassroots level, and to continue economic 
restructuring efforts with a focus on agribusiness in Azerbaijan. 
These activities have covered almost all regions of the country 
with a primary focus on the conflict-affected areas.  
 

Activities to reduce suffering and poverty among the vulnerable 
population in the conflict affected areas were priorities for 
international organizations. As part of these international efforts, 
the Azerbaijan Humanitarian Assistance Program (AHAP) has 
continued its community based primary health care, community 
development, micro finance and business development service 
projects in urban, central, southern and Nakhichivan regions of the 
country. The USAID funded AHAP is managed by Mercy Corps 
and implemented by eight US based organizations: Adventist 
Development and Relief Agency, CHF International, International 
Rescue Committee, International Medical Corps, Pathfinder 
International, Save the Children Federation and World Vision 
International.  In 2002, these agencies continued to carry out 
micro credit, business development services, community 
development, and primary health care projects in over 23 cities 
and rayons of Azerbaijan.  

 

During this period, AHAP continued its transition away from relief 
and humanitarian assistance towards the social and economic 
integration of populations affected by the conflict. Over 582,750 
people, of whom 51% are women, directly benefited from these 
services. All projects continued to incorporate cross-sectoral and 
interagency integration into their activities, enhancing the impact 
of services and benefits. The following are some major highlights 
of the AHAP Partnership’s achievements in 2002: 
 

 938 community groups organized  
 461 community projects completed 
 $732,719 community contribution to community projects 

addressing social and economic infrastructure issues  
 1,185 jobs created 
 4,571 loans disbursed 
 56 heath facilities refurbished to meet WHO standards   
 256,483 people utilized health clinics  

 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

AHAP Strives for Sustainability  
Extends 10 Health, Economic Opportunities and 
Community Development Projects 
 

Between June and October 2002, twelve sub grants with single 
sector focuses under the second phase of the AHAP were 
scheduled for completion.  USAID provided an opportunity to 
extend the projects for up to nine months in order to deepen 
each project’s sustainability, strengthen and complement the 
integrated strategy, and mobilize available internal and 
external resources to further achieve the social impact of the 
process.   
 
Extended Three Community Development 
projects by Implementing Partners 
 
International Rescue Committee (IRC) 
Within the extension, IRC will continue empowering 
communities to address self-defined needs through effective 
sustainable community-based organizations and effective 
municipalities.  IRC considers the absence of collaboration with 
municipalities as a missing link in their CD program, and during 
the extension period, propose to strengthen relationships 
between communities and their municipal councils.  IRC will 
work toward building the capacity of municipal counselors in 
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Happy New Year! 
 

May peace be yours this holiday season and
throughout the New Year.  
 

In 2002, USAID funded AHAP activities 
benefited over 582,750 people in Azerbaijan
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management and development, and strengthen their ties to the 
already strong community level Action Plan Committees.  Through 
this training and linkage, municipalities will develop their capacity 
to meet the needs of the conflict-affected population as a result of 
improved knowledge and skills in the areas of municipalities’ rights 
and responsibilities, community service delivery, financial 
management, fundraising, and project development and 
management. 
 
Save the Children (SC) 
The proposed extension activities aim at building on SC’s 
programmatic accomplishments and the growing self-confidence 
of communities to bring those communities to the next step in their 
development and sustainability.  The purpose of the extension is 
to establish a core set of Star Civic Action Groups (CAG) who will 
demonstrate their ability to mentor and build the capacity of other 
community groups and local municipalities.  This will be 
accomplished by building partnerships between Star CAGs, 
nascent CAGs and Municipal Councils to form cluster coalitions 
capable of more effectively addressing issue-based problems 
affecting their quality of life.  
 
World Vision (WV) 
WV is also building on their 
accomplishments and the 
growing self-confidence of 
the communities in which 
they work, during this 
extension.  They are: 1) 
clustering mobilized 
communities and enabling 
them to use the linkages 
between them to resolve 
common problems; 2) 
integrating communities 
into their neighborhoods, 
and increasing their access 
to resources which they can 
utilize to address their 
needs.  Integration will be 
both on the sectoral level, 
which will increase the 
leveraging of available 
resources to address 
needs, and on community 
level, where previously 
mobilized communities will 
be linked with each other 
and to develop needed and prioritized cluster level activities. 
 
 
Extended Three Economic Opportunities Programs 
by Implementing Partners 
 
CHF International (CHF) 
During the extension period, CHF is no longer directly providing 
Business Development Services (BDS) services but they are 
facilitating the provision of those services by local BDS suppliers.  
In June 2002, an end-of-project survey was conducted resulting in 
a search for potential service providers.  Five potential candidates 
were selected from local BDS providers.  CHF expects that at the 
end of the extension period, two of the candidates will become 
sustainable. 
 
During the extension period, CHF will build upon the work that has 
been done with exiting associations and create two new regional 
associations- one for the handicraft industry and one for wheat 
growers. 
 
Market information products like a business directory and 
agricultural commodity market prices, workshops and trade fairs 

that promote integrated economic opportunities will be on the 
agenda again during this period.  
 
Save the Children (SC)  
The goal of the Community Based Lending and Savings 
program is to improve income, job and employment 
opportunities for internally displaced and war affected micro-
entrepreneurs, mainly women, by increasing their access to 
financial and business services.  Program activities include 
provision of micro-loans through solidarity groups and small 
loans to individual business borrowers. 
 
The goal of this extension is to achieve USAID’s strategic 
objectives by increasing economic opportunities and sustaining 
a reduction in poverty among conflict-affected communities 
and households in the Central area.  The restructuring of the 
micro-credit program is designed to improve the quality of the 
financial services program.  A major objective is to transition 
the program into a registered, licensed and self-sufficient Micro 
Financial Institution (MFI). 
 

ADRA 
The goal of the 
Nakhichivan Economic 
Development Program is 
to develop increased 
economic opportunities 
among the conflict-
affected population, 
through increased 
access to financial 
services.  The program 
activities include the 
provision of micro credit 
services incorporating 
group lending 
methodologies and 
individual loans to the 
people operating small-
scale enterprises. 
 
The goal of this 
extension is increased 
economic opportunities 
and a sustained 
reduction in poverty 
among conflict-affected 
communities and 

households in Nakichivan, through on-going provision of 
focused credit services delivered by a fully registered, licensed 
and self-sufficient Micro Financial Institution (MFI). 
 
Extended Four Health Programs by Implementing 
Partners 
 
ADRA 
The goal of the extension of the Nakhichivan Health 
Development Program (NHDP) is to permit the Village Health 
Councils (VHCs), the Ministry of Health (MOH) and ADRA to 
streamline the program. Community participation is the 
hallmark of the extension. Village structures are assuming 
responsibility for managing and maintaining village health 
points within the twenty clusters. One key responsibility is the 
implementation of a village-based revolving drug funds and 
village management of the pre-paid fee for service and lab 
fees.  
 
ADRA is handing over the on-going immunization program to 
MOH. Health education activities are being phased over to the 
Village Health Committees. ADRA is training 250 village 
leaders in health education.  

AHAP works in Lachin Winter grounds to provide primary health care 
and economic opportunities for communities of IDP children like they 
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At the end of the extension the MOH will have assumed 
responsibility for the mobile health teams that will service the 20 
clusters of communities. This plan is viewed a pilot for 
demonstrating coordination between MOH and INGOs in 
partnering for sustainable and accessible heath services.   
 
International Medical Corps (IMC) 
The goal of the Community Based Primary Health Care 
Development Program (CBPHCDP) extension is to consolidate 
the achievements to-date by strengthening the capacity of the 
thirty-six communities to manage and sustain accessible primary 
health care services. The focus of the extension is at the cluster 
level. A series of cluster structures are linking the existing 
communities. The thirty-six communities are receiving enhanced 
training and materials in health education management and the 
pilot six cost recovery centers will become “centers of excellence” 
that serve as models for other communities.  
 
Pathfinder International 
The extension of Pathfinder’s “Increasing Family Planning and 
Reproductive Health Access through Community Based Services 
and Service Provider Training” program is designed to target the 
same population of approximately 85,000 IDPs in urban areas. 
The outreach efforts will now swift from individual sessions to 
more group interactions. Youth Friendly Services (YFS) are being 
introduced into regional centers of the project as youth during the 
project demonstrated a great demand for services. The extensions 
are focusing on streamlining the number of community health 
workers and providing them with income generating activities that 
will meet their personal stipends as well as support functions of 
the local partner NGO, Azerbaijan Woman Development Center 
(AWDC). 
 
International Rescue Committee 
The goal of the IRC’s Community Health and Development Project 
(CHD) extension is to build upon the successes and evolving 
directions of the primary heath care (PHC) program in order to 
consolidate and ensure sustainability of the community groups, 
while expanding the benefits of the current activities to a larger 
population. At this time, Community Health Boards (CHBs) and 
Health Action Committees (HACs) that the community groups 
created under the program, have moved beyond the initial stages 
envisioned and are already providing services and linkages to 
other sectors such as education and youth. Therefore, IRC will 
focus more strongly on building the capacity of these existing 
groups to provide reproductive health and child health education 
as an extension of the current community health education. At the 
same time, IRC plans to expand the role of CHBs and HACs 
beyond their immediate communities and encourage linkages with 
neighboring communities that lack adequate health services. Not 
only CHBs and HACs, but also other structures created under the 
current project such as PHC clinics, groups and community health 
brigades will continue to play important roles in achieving the 
objectives proposed for the extension period.  
 

 
 
 

A Woman Working for Healthy and Happy 
Families 

Farida Agakishieva is a community-based worker for Pathfinder 
International’s Reproductive Health and Family Planning project in 
Azerbaijan. Her story is similar to that of many Azerbaijani women. 
She is a refugee from the occupied Kelbadjar district. In 1992 
before the Naghorno-Karabakh conflict, Farida was a teacher in a 
small village school.  

In 1993, when war reached her small village in the mountains, 
Farida’s family lost everything, however, she thinks her family is 

lucky because they saved their two children. Her family moved 
from one refugee camp to the next before settling in Baku. It 
was there that they met some families from her home village. 
Together they found accommodation in a derelict building near 
old oil fields. In the early days, they did not have water, toilets 
or a bathroom and shared one latrine for 30 families. 

When the Red Cross and Crescent Societies asked her to help 
with relief distribution, Farida discovered that she could assist 
her people. She found new skills to communicate and mobilize 
people to work together on common problems. More and more 
she became involved in community activities and, through 
working with different humanitarian agencies, she leaned how 
to work with people in refugee situations. 

It was during this time that she met representatives from the 
Azerbaijan Woman and Development Center (AWDC), local 
NGO partner of Pathfinder, and soon became a volunteer with 
them. This gave her the opportunity, in 2000, to receive special 
training on Reproductive Health education. Farida says that 
her life totally changed as a result of the training. Under the 
Pathfinder and AWDC project she works with approximately 
1,000 women. Every morning she leaves her family and visits 
her women-clients. She teaches reproductive health education, 
reproductive rights, safe motherhood and childhood, and 
gender issues, and also informs people about facilities where 
they can obtain health services and contraceptives. Farida’s 
work is difficult; she goes from one family to another to 
introduce new reproductive health concepts. Sometimes she 
faces resistance from conservative mothers-in-laws and 
husbands, but through her dedication and openness she wins 
their friendship and support. 

She says: “I consider myself a very lucky person because I 
received new skills. I can pass my knowledge on to others and 
help women in need. I have helped many women to improve 
their reproductive health through this work. All this would be 
impossible without Pathfinder/AWDC support.” 

Since Farida started to work in this program she has taken on 
a more significant role in community life. She visits government 
and private organizations and has found sponsors to support 
the community with construction materials. She then mobilized 
community members to rehabilitate the old building, to build 
bathrooms and toilets, and to start the construction of a water 
pipeline. 

Farida is recognized by government organizations as an 
informal leader for the community. She knows refugee 
problems and can suggest practical solutions including helping 
to organize a school for the refugee children. Unemployment is 
the most critical of problems faced by IDP women in her 
community. To improve their economic conditions, she is 

SUCCESS STORY 

Farida Agakishiyeva with her daughters  
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UPDATES  

planning to bring micro credit opportunities to her communities 
including loans to start small businesses. She also plans to 
mobilize people in communities to support a community health 
fund. 

Farida is completely devoted to her new life. She has many plans 
and says: “The Pathfinder/AWDC program has been like a school 
for me. I have learned so much, it has given me my new 
profession.”  
The Pathfinder/AWDC reproductive health project is sponsored by 
the umbrella grant of the Azerbaijan Humanitarian Assistance 
Program (AHAP), which is funded by the United States Agency for 
International 
Development (USAID) 
and managed by Mercy 
Corps. Since May 2000, 
the project has benefited 
90,000 women of 
reproductive age, men 
and adolescents in the 
urban area. Mercy Corps' 
role within AHAP is to 
provide the leadership 
and facilitation necessary 
to produce the highest 
standards in 
programming possible.  
Mercy Corps does this by 
focusing on four 
important services that 
include: Strategic 
Direction, Information & 
Coordination, Technical 
Assistance and Oversight. 
 

The Social Investment Initiative Project 
Performs its Mission under the Azerbaijan 
Humanitarian Assistance Program 

 
Promotes Organizational Capacity and Civic Initiatives in 
152 Communities within Azerbaijan 
 
In October 2002, CHF International successfully completed the 
Social Investment Initiative (SII) project within the Azerbaijan 
Humanitarian Assistance Program (AHAP).  The SII was designed 
to rehabilitate community economic and social infrastructure and 
to improve civic initiatives through demand driven and 
participatory projects in over 16 cities and rayons in central, 
southern and urban areas of Azerbaijan. The financial support for 
SII came from the Azerbaijan Humanitarian Assistance Program 
(AHAP) Partnership, which is funded by the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID) and managed by Mercy 
Corps.  
 
CHF International launched SII under AHAP in January 2001 and, 
throughout the 22 months, the project has worked with 152 
community groups. Over 200,000 people are directly benefiting 
from an improved quality of life as a result of assistance provided 
to them to implement community projects such as school 
rehabilitation, electricity supply, potable water, and clinic repair.  
 
CHF-SII’s program objectives were to: 1) promote the integration 
of IDPs into the socio-economic life within their community; 2) 
generate substantial employment through labor-intensive 
community projects; 3) shift the perspective of beneficiaries and 
development approaches from short-term relief assistance toward 

longer-term sustainable development; 4) build communities’ 
organizational capacity to prepare, implement and sustain 
community projects within a long term planning framework; 5) 
spark civic initiative and reward active participation that will 
sustain operations and maintenance of social investments.  
 
In order to participate in SII, communities had to make a 
significant investment from their own resources.  They were 
required to invest 5 percent cash and 15 percent in-kind 
contributions towards the total project costs.   
 
Impact to date shows that communities invested 37% of 

their own resources 
towards project costs 
exceeding the required 
contributions of 20%; 
7,669 persons were 
trained and equipped 
with skills to develop 
long-term action plans for 
their community, develop 
and implement project 
plans, sustain their social 
investments, and solve 
their own problems in the 
future; 518 sustainable 
jobs were created and 
20,020 person months of 
employment were 
generated. 
 
Towards the end of the SII 
project within the AHAP 
partnership, CHF decided 

to recognize the most outstanding communities it has worked 
with.  Based on a matrix weighted proportionately to the 
program objectives, the CHF-SII team scored each community 
that has participated in the program.  Six communities that 
best exemplified the aims and impact of CHF’s SII program 
were selected to receive SII PERFORMANCE AWARDS.  
These communities were Gulovsha community in Yevlakh, 
Garadagly community in Barda, Samed Vurgun community in 
Agjabedi, Garadagly community in Beylegan, Garatepe 
community in Sabirabad, and Dalidag community in Buzovna. 
 
From November 2002, CHF International is continuing 
implementation of the SII project in the central and southern 
areas of Azerbaijan with direct funding from USAID.  On behalf 
of the AHAP partnership, Mercy Corps would like to thank CHF 
International for its cooperation within the AHAP. We wish CHF 
the best in its current SII operations and are looking forward to 
continued cooperation and synergy.  
 
IMC helps remote community reopen health 
clinic 
 
[Extract from "In the Field" Newsletter - Fall 2002 Issue] 
 

In a remote, war-torn village on the southern edges of the 
former Soviet empire, IMC is helping catalyze a transformation 
in community-based health care. The concept is simple: help 
local residents rebuild their dilapidated health care facilities, 
and then provide them with the resources, education and 
management tools needed to sustain services on a self-
financing basis.  
 

The newly re-opened clinic in Ovchubere, Azerbaijan, is just 
one example of how IMC is helping put health care decisions 
back into the hands of the local community. Like many rural 

IDP students enjoy studying in a new school built by the AHAP in the 
refugee camp 4/5 in Bilesuvar rayon of Azerbaijan 
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Azeris, the residents of Ovchubere have long suffered from severe 
shortages of local primary health care facilities, trained staff, and 
supplies - a legacy of the former health care system in which 
resources were funneled away from primary care toward 
specialized medical care.  

 
IMC began working in Ovchubere in August of 2001 to address 
some of these issues first hand. Community members were 
enlisted for their ideas and involvement. Local health care 
providers were trained, medical supplies and equipment were 
brought in, and local health management committees were 
created to ensure community participation. To ensure the 
sustainability of services, IMC assisted the committees in setting 
up a community health fund to help finance the clinic's ongoing 
activities - a vital but often overlooked element in health care 
provision in impoverished societies.  
 
The clinic in Ovchubere reopened in 2002, ten years after it was 
closed. Due to IMC's commitment to community-based health 
care, the residents of this Azeri village can not only utilize - but 
also help finance - much needed local services.  
 
IMC began its operations in Azerbaijan in May 2000. IMC currently 
implements Community Based Primary Health Care Development 
Program (CBPHCDP) within the Azerbaijan Humanitarian 
Assistance Program (AHAP) funded by United States Agency for 
International Development and managed by Mercy Corps, a US 
based NGO, in the southern part of Azerbaijan including the 
districts of Sabirabad, Saatli, Bilasuvar, Beylagen, Imishli, and 
Fizuli. This program is designed to meet health needs in the 
southern area through sustainable improvements in the quality of, 
access to, and utilization of primary health care services; and to 
increase the capacity of local communities to make informed 
health care decisions, to promote their active participation in the 
health care reform process, and to mobilize their resources to 
create more sustainable health care infrastructure. Ovchubere is 
one of the thirty-six communities, where IMC has worked within 
the CBPHCDP.  

 
 

ANALYSIS OF MARKET PRICES FOR 
AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES  
 
In November 2002, CHF held a workshop in Saatli region on “The 
Analysis of Market Prices for Agricultural Commodities in the 
Markets of Baku and Southern Regions of Azerbaijan in 2001-
2002.” Representatives from 4 international NGOs and 15-20 local 
farmers and businessmen attended this event.  The purpose of 

the meeting was to raise the awareness of local businessmen 
by providing an in-depth analysis of market prices for 
agricultural commodities. 
 
Three key topics were highlighted during the meeting: 
 

 The relationship and connectivity between the major 
parties in the market: from producer to 
wholesaler/processor to retailer to consumer.  What each 
party expects, provides and takes from the relationship. 

 
 Factors that go into establishing a market price:  consumer 

vs. producer.  For the consumer, those factors include 
taste, income, prices of substitute products, and 
expectations.  For the producer, some factors are prices of 
resources (labor, raw materials and other inputs), 
technology (access to and applied), taxes and subsidies, 
prices on different crops, and expectations.  The harmful 
effects of monopolies on price setting were also 
discussed. 

  
 An analysis of the specific prices for numerous 

commodities.  The analysis for each commodity included 
an enumeration of the various factors that affect price and 
general monthly and seasonal trends.  Commodities 
detailed included:  wheat, cotton, beef, mutton, poultry, 
eggs, dairy products, cheese, vegetables with onions as 
an example, and fertilizer. 

 
It was suggested by one of the participants that the retail prices 
illustrated in the Agricultural Commodity Market Report should 
be noted to indicate that the surveyed prices do not reflect the 
quality of a particular commodity.  Farmers may be misled into 
expecting to pay the surveyed, or lower, price for a desired 
higher quality commodity; while on the other hand, a farmer 
may unintentionally undervalue his higher quality commodity, 
basing the price on the lower quality, and priced, commodity 
surveyed.  It was agreed that price variations due to quality 
would be taken into consideration for the next report.  
 
Note:  The event was hosted by CHF, and, as noted on the 
Agricultural Commodity Market Report masthead of the report, 
the is a joint effort of Land O’Lakes, Ganja Business Group 
and USAID.  The CEEOP business directory came out in 
December 2002. 
 
SEMINARS ON URBAN COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
 
Problems and Challenges 

 
To coordinate the combined efforts of non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), the private sector and local authorities 
and to enable them to better contribute to the development of 
communities in Baku and Sumgayit, World Vision International 
(WVI) organized seminars in each city in November 2002. 
These seminars convened over 60 representatives from 
international organizations, local non-governmental 
organizations, community based organizations (CBOs), media, 
executive committees (the local executive government body in 
a district) and municipalities to discuss challenges and develop 
solutions for community development issues in the urban area. 
 
The seminars were extremely participatory.  The discussions 
were lively, engaged and full of excellent ideas.  They took 
place in an interactive setting and led to concrete outcomes.  
The seminars served as a forum for stakeholders to share 
lessons learned, concerns, successes and a wide range of 
ideas concerning implementing community development in an 
urban setting.  
 

WORKSHOPS 

View of the completed Ovchubere clinic 
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The following are the major topics discussed at the seminars:  
 

 Cooperation between communities, municipalities and 
government  

 Collaboration between different NGOs within the same 
community 

 Economic opportunities and community development 
 The private sector and community development 
 Challenges facing Community Based Organizations (CBOs) 

including registration, funding, sustainability and the lack of a 
bank account 

 
After discussing each issue, participants suggested concrete 
means to solve it. Some of major outcomes of the seminars are as 
follows: 
 

 Formation of Coordination Councils to ensure smooth 
interactions, coordination and synergy between executive 
committees, municipalities, communities and NGOs in Baku 
and Sumgayit.   

 Organizing regular meetings of communities with executive 
committees, municipalities and other interested parties in 
each city 

 Before initiating interventions in a given community, agencies 
should research previous and ongoing activities and inform 
other involved organizations about their plans.  

 Information on available micro credit and business 
development services in the urban area needs to be shared 
with communities. 

 Creation of web sites for Coordination Councils of Baku and 
Sumgayit 

 Coordination Councils of Baku and Sumgayit to address a 
letter to Ali Hasanov, the Vice Prime Minister, on behalf of 
CBOs to request help with their registration.  

 CBOs should ensure transparency in their activities by 
preparing sustainability plans and learning about national 
strategies of different NGOs.  

 
WVI started to implement the Urban Community Development 
Program (UCDP) in July 2000 with funding from the United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID) through the 
Azerbaijan Humanitarian Assistance Program, the Mercy Corps 
umbrella.  The goal of UCDP is to mobilize and empower 
communities in selected areas with the skills, abilities and 
confidence to work together to identify common problems and to 
find common solutions.  The program has been implemented on 
the community level without any distinction between IDPs and 
local people.   
 
As a base for the next stages, the first initiative was to form 
Community Development Committees (CDC) in each target 
community.  During program implementation in Baku and 
Sumgayit, 51 communities have been mobilized with CDCs 
formed. 
 
The primary UCDP strategy stages included:  formation of CDCs, 
conducting a community needs assessment, preparation of micro-
project proposals, formation of action groups, and implementation 
of micro projects.  In order to successfully implement micro 
projects, 157 action groups have been formed in four areas, 
including infrastructure, education, health and leisure.  While 
implementing micro projects, communities made their contribution 
of the skilled and unskilled labor of volunteers from the 
community.  During implementation of the two phases of UCDP, 
434 micro projects have been implemented costing 299,177 USD.  
In total, the program benefited over 87,767 IDPs and local people.  
 
The extension of UCDP is designed to equip the mobilized 
community members to take “the next step” in further 
development, and to prepare them for taking the necessary steps 
after that.  To assist with that development, clusters have been 

formed among mobilized communities to enable them to do 
more together than they could do alone.  The main goal of the 
UCDP extension is to help those Clusters to be registered as 
CBOs.  To achieve all this, WV conducts various trainings for 
Cluster Community Development Committees members.  
Currently, application packages of newly formed CBOs are 
submitted to the Ministry of Justice.  

 
In November 2002 Mercy Corps completed the Azerbaijan 
Humanitarian Assistance Program's (AHAP) web site 
www.mercycorps.az in English and Azerbaijani. The web site is 
designed to serve as a unique information resource center of 
the AHAP partnership to provide you with updated information 
and latest news about 
 

 US Agency for International Development (USAID) funded 
programs and activities that aim to reduce human suffering 
and alleviate poverty among IDPs and conflict affected 
population in Azerbaijan, 

 Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA), 
Community Habitat Finance (CHF), International Rescue 
Committee (IRC), International Medical Corps (IMC), 
Pathfinder International (PI), Save the Children Federation 
(SCF) and World Vision International (WVI) projects within 
the AHAP, 

 AHAP interventions in Urban, Southern, Central regions 
and Nakichevan Autonomous Republic, 

 Mercy Corps activities in Azerbaijan. 
 
Through the web you can also access to publications of the 
AHAP partner agencies and check available materials in the 
Mercy Corps Resource Center.  

Chris Papworth, UCDP manager, (second from left) welcomes
participants at the conference in Sumgait  

ANNOUNCEMENT
CCoonntt rr ii bbuuttoorr ss   tt oo   tthh ii ss   ii ssssuuee   oo ff   tthhee   AAHH AAPP   
BB uu ll ll ee tt ii nn   aa rree  
 
Azza Kerimova ! William Holbrook ! Chingiz Mammadov ! Elmir
Ismaylov ! Kamran Abdullayev ! Myriam Khoury ! Ramil
Maharramov ! Sue Leonard ! Surkhay Huseynov ! Elchin
Alimardanov !  Ziba  Guliyeva and ! Nemat Aliyev. 
 
Comments are welcome and should be addressed to the Public
Information Officer at  
Mercy Corps Azerbaijan, 4 Magomeyav Street, Baku, 370004
Azerbaijan 
Email: ramil@mercycorps.az  
Tel: (994 12) 97 51 72 
Fax: (994 12) 97 76 65 
Web site: www.mercycorps.az   
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